
Arctic & Antarctic, 9 / 91 

 

Environmental and Climate Change problems 
of the City of Buenos Aires  

(Theoretical considerations from a socio-cultural perspective)* 
 

Enrique del Acebo Ibáñez (Universidad del Salvador, Argentina) 
 

 
Abstract 
 
Climate change and environmental problems deal with cultural, social, individual 
and natural causes. After several investigations on attitudes and behaviors of urban 
inhabitants of different cities of Argentina, we acknowledge the importance of a 
comprehensive theoretical approach to better understand these types of complex 
and multidimensional phenomena, like climate change is. A socio-cultural 
approach implies to consider the socio-cultural world as a total phenomenon, that 
is multidimensional and interdependent, which also considers that climate change 
not only refers to national and state policies but also to the subject’s world and its 
everyday life realm. 
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1. The environmental and climate change issue in Argentina   

 
In Argentina, during the last decade, were reported different climate 

change impacts: a) unusual extreme weather events, such as flooding in the 
Pampas  (2000-2002) and hail storm in the Buenos Aires Metropolitan area 
(2006); b) increases in rainfall in southeast the Argentine Pampas have had 
impacts on land use, crop yields and the increasing flood in terms of 
frequency and intensity; c) in the future, sea level rise, weather and climatic 
variability and extremes modified by global warming are variables that 
must be taken into account because of the impacts on low-lying areas, such 
as the province of Buenos Aires coast)1; d) there has been a general 

                                                           
*Based on a presentation to the Baldy Center Conference: The Big Thaw, Policy, Governance 
and Climate Change in the Circumpolar North, SUNY-Buffalo Law School, Buffalo (NY), 2013: 
del Acebo Ibáñez, “Urban Living and Individual Representations of Environmental Problems (The 
case of the Young inhabitants of the City of Buenos Aires)”. 
1 Cf. The IPCC 4th Assesment Report. 
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increase in spring and winter temperatures averaged over the country, 
making the occurrence of warm seasonal temperatures more frequent and 
cold seasonal temperatures less frequent. 

At the same time, there are some climate change impact projections
2
, 

such as: a) south-west and north Argentina are vulnerable to a moderate 
increase in water stress with climate change; b)  an increase in precipitation 
extremes with climate change for Argentina; c) a tendency for increasing 
flood risk in Argentina; d) the country was ranked the 5th highest (out of 
84 developing countries) with respect to the amount of agricultural land 
that could be submerged due to a 1m Sea Level Rise (SLR) and, according 
to a sub-national-scale study, the city of Buenos Aires could be affected 
significantly by SLR. 

Buenos Aires, the largest city of Argentina, has a population of 
around 3 million, while its metropolitan area has almost 13 million of 
inhabitants. Taking into account the 2003-2008 greenhouse inventory, it 
can be said that Buenos Aires emits near to 16 tons of CO2 equivalents, 
while its main sources of greenhouse gas emissions are a) the energy (56%) 
and b) the transport sectors (38%). 

Flooding is one of the most important problems related to the 
impacts of climate change, because: a) the city is located on the shore of 
the Rio de la Plata and the Riachuelo, b) the increasing intensity of 
rainstorms, c) the lack of adequate plans to control the urbanization 
patterns and the internal and external immigration (mainly from the 
neighbor countries), and d) the expected rise of the sea level. 
 

Photo 1: Flood in Buenos Aires City, 2013 

 
Source: C5N (2013) 

 

                                                           
2 Cf http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/media/pdf/1/l/Argentina;http://www.metoffice.gov. 

uk/media/pdf/1/I/Argentina  

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/media/pdf/1/l/Argentina
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Photo 2 

 
Source: La Nación (2013) 

 
Photo 3 

 
Source: C5N (2013) 

 

http://defendamosbuenosaires.blogspot.com/2013/01/la-mafia-recluta-menores-en-pinamar_2.html
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Photo 4 

 
Source: C5N (2013) 

 

These are data located at the objective level of reality, by sure 
indispensable for a better planning and forecast; but nevertheless there is a 
subjective level of reality that emerges as indispensable too. In fact, 
environmental problems, natural disasters and climate change are 
phenomena that deal with attitudes, social and individual representations, 
local communities and contexts, Weltanschauungen, beliefs and values, norms 
and anomie. It means that we must realize about the connections between 
local perceptions, behaviors and discourses on climate change at local 
contexts, on one side, and global concepts on the other. As 

T.P.Karjalainen, T. Järvikosky & P. Luoma
3
 state, although we can speak 

about globalization of the environment, at the local level it has only partly 
homogenized public perceptions, opinions and behaviors because “an 
individual’s engagement with the surrounding environment, local 
conditions and socio-political contexts shape perceptions of climate 

change”
4
. As the authors point out in relation to the Komi Republic (but 

this also applies to different developing countries and regions), climate 
change can be more a personal concern related to daily life and survival 
strategies than an environmental, societal or global issue. Once again, the 
dialectic between local/global and society/individual emerge as 
indispensable to better understand reality, avoiding any kind of 
ethnocentrism (explicit or implicit) as point of departure.   

 

                                                           
3 T.P. Karjalainen, T. Järvikoski & P. Luoma: “Local perceptions of global climate change 
in the Komi Republic in Russia”, Arctic & Antarctic – International Journal on Circumpolar 
Sociocultural Issues, 2, 2008: 75-109. 
4 Ibidem, p. 75. 
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At the same time, as we usually speak in terms of globalization as a 
necessary process, perhaps we can also investigate how explanatory would 
be instead to refer to both globalizing and globalized countries. Nature is 
not only nature: it impacts the different socio-cultural worlds all over the 
planet and, vice versa it also implies social and power relationships which 
impact in Nature itself. 
 
2. The socio-cultural world as a total phenomenon 

 
Social sciences and Anthropology have stressed the socio-cultural 

components inextricably united as well as integrated to any concept dealing 
with the environment. In fact, the environment and the socio-cultural 
world are total phenomena: multidimensional and interdependent; it is 
both a natural realm as well as a built up realm, hence both 
interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary approaches are required. 

Culture, society, the subject, and environment are dimensions of that 
socio-cultural world with manifest (evident, clearly perceived) and non-
manifest aspects (not evident, implicit, not immediately perceived), all of 
which are so interdependent that every change in one of them impacts the 
others, explicitly or implicitly, direct or indirectly, in a short or long term. 
This can be seen in Figure 1, where time and territory are the coordinates 
where this world occurs.  

Hawley (1991, 1950) considered that "community" is a collective 
response to the habitat involved, an adaptation of the human organism to 
the milieu it lives in: while culture is an "eco-system considered from an 
analytic outlook", an eco-system is "culture considered from a synthetic 
outlook" (cf. Lorenz, 1965; Park, 1974, 1952, 1936; Quinn, 1950; Schnore, 
1958).  The self-criticism of the ecological-human thinking (Erpicun's, 
1976) was very valuable when they introduced the self consciousness because, 
consequently, the environment could be seen as an interiorized milieu. 

As we have already stated (del Acebo Ibáñez, 2004-2005, 2014), that 
self-criticism of the Human Ecology allowed links to be established with 
an existential Sociology as a fresh sociological reading of the existentialist 
thinking -M. Heidegger, J.-P. Sartre, K. Jaspers, among others-. Because 
the human being, not only develops strategies aimed at the biological 
survival during his/her stay on board the planet Earth but also the human 
being founds space or territories that represent "realms for meaning". So, 
the subject inhabits in the existentialistic meaning Heidegger (1995, 1954) 
gives to this concept. Precisely, the fact of inhabiting is a proprium, i.e. a 
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characteristic which defines the human being as such. Every ecological 
crisis is not free from strong ethic and existential connotations with 
reference to either its causes or its consequences and the possible ways for 
the solution and prevention thereof. But those connotations belong to 
specific and concrete local communities and socio-cultural worlds. 
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As we have already stated (del Acebo Ibáñez, 2004-2005, 2014), that 
self-criticism of the Human Ecology allowed links to be established with 
an existential Sociology as a fresh sociological reading of the existentialist 
thinking -M. Heidegger, J.-P. Sartre, K. Jaspers, among others-. Because 
the human being, not only develops strategies aimed at the biological 
survival during his/her stay on board the planet Earth but also the human 
being founds space or territories that represent "realms for meaning". So, 
the subject inhabits in the existentialistic meaning Heidegger (1995, 1954) 
gives to this concept. Precisely, the fact of inhabiting is a proprium, i.e. a 
characteristic which defines the human being as such. Every ecological 
crisis is not free from strong ethic and existential connotations with 
reference to either its causes or its consequences and the possible ways for 
the solution and prevention thereof. But those connotations belong to 
specific and concrete local communities and socio-cultural worlds. 

Revisiting the concentricity between the socio-cultural and subject’s 
worlds, it can be observed that there is a dialectic convergence between 
“exteriority” and “interiority: on the one side, the internalization of the 
“exteriority”, and on the other the exteriorization of the “interiority”, 
according to the public/private and local global dynamics (v. Figure 2). 
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“Local” can be related to the rootedness approach we have developed in 

other works
5
: rootedness appears, then, as vocation and fulfillment. The 

human being lives (must live) by means of forms of rootedness: otherwise, 
he excludes himself, leaves solidarity aside, and becomes depredatory.  

In fact, the rooted inhabitant tends to identify the city not only from 
the spatial point of view, but also as a value (cf. del Acebo Ibáñez, 2007: 136ss; 
Simmel, 1977; Lefebvre, 1974, 1970; Lessard, 1985; Lewis & Lyon, 1985).  
Less individualistic than the rootless residents, they feel involved with the 
realm they live in, into a kind of affective adaptation with it (cf. Leboyer, 1985; 
Mendes Diz & Findling, 1994; Mendes Diz  & Climent, 1988). They have a 
clear participation attitude, and vocation: with regard to environment they can 
be classified as "active" or "belligerent" individuals in connection with both 
the natural and built up environment. Precisely, they consider that the 
maximum responsibility for environmental problems not only fall on the 
authorities of the City of Buenos Aires but also on its residents. At the same 
time, they deem "contamination/pollution" as a problem that also fall on the 
responsibilities of citizens –this is why they trust the effectiveness of 
environment-related information and campaigns (cf. Di Pace, 1992). 

We have observed that individuals with a high rootedness level, and a 
low anomie level tend to identify environmental problems dealing with the 
immediate human action in terms of depredation and/or direct pollution. This can 
be envisioned as an explicit acknowledgment of the individual 
responsibility as far as the etiology of the contemporary environmental 
problems is concerned. At the same time, this type of social actor (rooted 
and not anomic) tends to give priority as a solution to the socialization and 
information processes. Once again, subjects are resorting to the capacity and 
responsibility of individuals –in that sense that individuals are likely to 
modify their behaviors through an adequate information and formation 
process. This also implies a certain hope with respect to the possibility of 
modifying the human behavior –hence, solving environmental problems. 
As we said in other part (del Acebo Ibáñez, 2007: 142), “perhaps a clear 
visualization, coupled to a clear experience, of the normative-axiological 
web of a given society could anchor individuals from which they could be 
in a better position to identify the environmental problems, their possible 
causes and solutions.  

                                                           
5 Cf E. del Acebo Ibáñez, 1993, 1996, 2008, 2010-a, 2010-b. 
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The community attachment is continuously reproduced in terms of 
everyday life processes and social imaginaries, fact that must be taken into 
account by every policy on climate change and the consequent and 
necessary re-socialization processes, as we can see in Figure 3: 

 

 
 
Structural anomie determines attitudes and behaviors, and 

paradoxically a specific adaptive strategy -that is, “informal norms”- to 
overcome the risk represented by the lack of respect to the “formal 
norms”. At the same time, poverty conditions must be monitored mainly 
in relation to the settlement of populations in very vulnerable areas. So it is 
not enough to set up early warning systems and putting strategies in place 
to deal with droughts and floods (v. Figure 4).  

All this means that all these phenomena: anomie, poverty, 
socioeconomic and territorial exclusion, migratory processes, are closely 
connected, and deal with different levels and conceptions of 
“vulnerability” (different scientists speak in terms of “resilience”, 
“marginality”, “adaptability”, “fragility”, “risk”). 
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At the same time, it emerges as indispensable the reinforcement of 

the importance of re-socialization processes in all levels: citizens, 
politicians, policy-makers, etc. 

Speaking about the solution to the environmental and climate change 
problems, the different investigations we have developed show that the 
samples privileges above all aspects from the Education Subsystem 
(Information / Socialization) and from the Political Subsystem (Prevention 
/ Government Action proper). A fourth part of our interviewees, however, 
find some solutions to the environmental problems within the Normative 
Subsystem (Control / Penalties). 

The importance of Information / Socialization (Education Subsystem) is 

especially privileged by those who evidence a low grade of anomie. The 

importance of Control / Penalty (Normative Subsystem) increases markedly 

among people evidencing low levels of individual anomie, high rootedness level, and 

also with a greater relationship intensity in their primary groups. And 

finally, the importance of Prevention/Government Action (Political Subsystem) 

is found in a greater percentage among male subjects than female subjects 

(40% vs. 24%). In fact, re-socialization processes are indispensable not only 

because of the changing climate conditions, but also to overcome some 
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important structural conditions such as anomie, disadvantage socio-economic 

conditions, documented and undocumented migration and, consequently, to 

diminish political, economic and social uncertainties (see Figure 4). 

 
3. Conclusions 

 
As it was said, we ascribe to frame the sociological research on 

climate change attitudes and behaviors in a total phenomenon which 
clearly states the differences, but also the convergences, between local and 
global, in terms of a “glocal” approach. As it is shown in Figure 5, 
although it is necessary to look for the “resolution of problems”, it is even 
more necessary to “question reality”, with its uncertainties in the everyday 
life where the subject’s world is continuously linked to the socio-cultural 
world. Local community that emerges and develops as an “assemblage” 
because, as Deleuze & Guattari (1991) state, the assemblage implies that 
bodies and signs are present and related in terms of problems and 
problematizations; assemblage that becomes territorial on account of a 
mixture of chaos, organization and change (cf Sörensen, 2005: 122ss). 
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Policies on climate change will be successful if (and only if) all these 
apparently contradictory dimensions are taken into account: a) local 
interests and objectives, but also human needs and motivations; b) 
environmental global problems, but at the same time local territory and 
local everyday life problems; and c) social representations, social imaginary 
and cognitive processes. All this represents a sort of articulating interface 
between global and local: the “glocal”. 

If we underlined the need of the socialization and re-socialization of 
all the social actors involved, in terms of climate change and environmental 
problems, is precisely because of the importance of the cognitive-affective 
maps opening up analytical possibilities which include the comparison of 
the subject and the socio-cultural worlds, the individual and the social 
belief systems. The climate change issue challenges us because of its 
complexity: although it appears clearly as a problem that involved the 
whole planet and humanity, power relationships are still there under the 
public discourses to protect Nature and people from all over the world, 
which means that sometimes there is a long distance between beliefs and 
decisions.  

As T.P. Karjalainen et al. (2008: 76s) state, “glocal perception means 
that an individual’s perception of the environment is embedded in his/her 
everyday life engagement with the surroundings –this is why it is glocal […], 
but the framework for interpretation of perceptions is influenced by global 
concepts and discourses (e.g. “global warning”), and thus it is also global. 
Consequently, climate change may also have regional and national ‘shapes’ 
of interpretations or meanings”. 

In sum, we must be alert about the necessary relationship between 
“local perception” and “local representation” of environmental changes, 
and the global environmental discourses became, as T.P. Karjalainen et al.  
(2008: 76) alert, some scholars “argue at least that the global discourse 
takes its shape in each country and in different locations on the basis of 

local conditions and socio-political contexts”.
6
  These contexts may 

prioritize other social problems, such as poverty, unemployment, lack of 
education, internal and external migratory processes, etc., creating different 
levels of uncertainties. But it does not mean that the global environmental 
discourse is not relevant, but that the climate change discourse it is not 

                                                           
6  Cf K. Burminsham & M. O’Brien (1994).  The same can be said in relation to the 
conceptualization of “vulnerability” (cf. H.-M. Füssel, 2007). 
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only scientifically based: it is also closely linked to attitudes, behaviors, 
representations of reality, social change, and power relationships within 
each community and country, and between Northern and Southern 
hemispheres. 

 
References 
 

Acebo Ibáñez, E. del  & Alvarez, F. (2013): “The Urban Plan for the City of 
Mar del Plata, Argentina: Socio-cultural Variables”, Working Papers, 1, CICLOP, FCE-
University of Buenos Aires, Bs.As. 

Acebo Ibáñez, E. del (2010-a): Homo Sociologicus. Mundo sociocultural, 
Organizaciones y Mundo del sujeto, Milena, Bs.As. 

Acebo Ibáñez, E. del (2010-b): “Bordering Immigrants in Argentina. The 
case of the Chilean immigration to Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego”, Arctic & Antarctic 
– International Journal on Circumpolar Sociocultural Issues, 4: 47-65.  

Acebo Ibáñez, E. del (2007): “Metropolis, the Southern Cone of Latin 
America and the Antarctica. Representations of the environmental problems among 
Young inhabitants of the City of Buenos Aires”, Arctic & Antarctic – International 
Journal on Circumpolar Sociocultural Issues, 1: 99-147.  

Acebo Ibáñez, Enrique del (2007): Félagsfraedi rótfestunnar. Kenningar um 
uppruna og edli borgarsamfélagsins, University of Iceland Press, Reykjavik. 

Acebo Ibáñez, Enrique del & Mendes Diz, Ana María (2004-2005): 
“Rootedness and the city. Representationes of the urban dwelling among Young 
people from the City of Buenos Aires”, Realidad – Revista del Cono Sur de Psicología Social 
y Política, 4-5: 11-64). 

Acebo Ibáñez, Enrique del & Costa, Mariano (2004-2005): “Ciudad y 
ambiente: cotidianeidad urbana y representaciones de la cuestión ambiental (El caso 
de los jóvenes de 15-25 años habitantes de la ciudad patagónica de S.C de Bariloche”, 
Realidad – Revista del Cono Sur de Psicología Social y Política, 4-5: 331-362). 

Acebo Ibáñez, E del (1996): Sociología del Arraigo. Una lectura crítica de la Teoría 
de la Ciudad, Claridad, Bs. As. 

Acebo Ibáñez E. del (1993): Sociología de la ciudad occidental. Un análisis histórico 
del arraigo, Claridad, Bs. As. 

Altman I. (1975):  Environment and Social Behavior, Belmont, CA, 
Brooks/Cole. 

Burminsham, K & O’Brien, M. (1994): “Global environmental values and 
local contexts of action”, Sociology, 28:  913-932.  

Castells, M.(1975): Problemas de investigación en Sociología urbana, Ed. Siglo 
XXI, Madrid. 

Deleuze, G. & Guattari, F. (1991): Qu’est-ce que la philosophie?, Paris.  



Arctic & Antarctic, 9 / 104 

 

Duncan, O.D. (1964): "Social Organization and the Ecosystem", in 
Robert E. I. Faris (ed.): Handbook of Modern Sociology, Rand McNally and Co., 
Chicago. 

Duncan, Otis D. (1959): "Human Ecology and Population Studies", in 
Philip M. Hauser y Otis D. Duncan (eds.): The study of Population, University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Duncan, O.D. y Schnore, Leo.F. (1959): "Cultural Behavioral and 
Ecological Perspectives in the Study of Social Organization", American Journal of 
Sociology, LXV, Nº 2. 

Erpicun, D. (1976): "Individuo y reordenamiento ecológico", in G. E. 
Bourgoignie: Perspectivas en Ecología Humana,IEAL, Madrid. 

Füssel, H.-M. (2007): “Vulnerability: A Generally Applicable Conceptual 
Framework for Climate Change Research”, in Global Environmental Change, Vol. 17, 
issue 2, May 2007: 155-167). 

Gans, H.J. (1962): "Urbanism and suburbanism as ways of life", in 
Arnold M. Rose (ed.): Human behavior and social processes, Boston, 1962. 

Hawley, Amos H. (1950): Human Ecology, Ronald Press, New York. 
Heidegger, Martín (1995): Caminos de bosque, Madrid.  
Heidegger, Martin (1954): Bauen, Whonen, Denken, Berlin. 
König, R. (1971): Sociología de la comunidad local, FOESSA, Emecé, Madrid. 
König, R. (1956): “Die Gemeinde im Blickfeld der Soziologie”, in H. Peters 

(ed.): Hanbuch der Kommunalen Wissenschaft und Praxis, vol. 1, Berlin. 
Lécuyer R (1976) "Adaptation de l'homme á l'espace, adaptation de l'espace 

al'homme", Le Travail Humain, 39, 2: 195-206. 
Lefebvre, H. (1974): La production de l’espace, Anthropos, Paris. 
Lefebvre, H. (1970): Révolution urbaine, Gallimard, Paris. 
Lessard, Marc-André (1976): "La sociología urbana de Roberto E. Park y 

los nuevos métodos ecológicos", en G. E.  
Lèvy Leboyer C. (1985): Psicología y Medio Ambiente, Ed. Morata, Madrid. 
Lewis S. & Lyon L. (1986): "The quality of community and the quality of 

life", Sociological Spectrum, 6, 4, 397-410. 
Lorenz, K. (1965): Evolution and modification of Behaviour, University of 

Chicago Press, Chicago. 
Mallman C. (1980): “Society, needs, and rights”, in Katrin Lederer: Human 

needs. A contribution to the current debate, Cambridge, Mass. 
Mendes Diz, AM. y Findling L. (1996) "Percepción de la calidad de vida en 

jóvenes de la ciudad de Buenos Aires", Ecosignos Virtual, Buenos Aires, Ed. 
Universidad del Salvador, Año 1, Nº 1, 1996 (http/www.salvador.edu.ar) 

Mendes Diz A. y Climent G. (1988) "Percepción de algunos Problemas 
Ambientales en la Ciudad de Buenos Aires", Medio Ambiente y Urbanización, CLACSO 
Año 7, Nº 22. 

Di Pace M. et al. (1992): Medio ambiente urbano en la Argentina, Centro Editor 



Arctic & Antarctic, 9 / 105 

 

de América Latina, Buenos Aires. 
Park, R.E. (1952): Human Communities, Free Press of Glencoe, Illinois. 
Park, R.E. (1936): "Human Ecology", American Journal of Sociology, XLII, 

pp. 2 s. 
Park, R.E. et al. (1974): The City, University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 
Quinn, James A. (1950): Human Ecology, Prentice Hall Inc., New York. 
Schnore, F. (1958): "Social Morphology and Human Ecology", American 

Journal of Sociology, vol. LXIII, 1958, pp. 619-634. 
Simmel G. (1977): Sociología. Estudios sobre las formas de socialización, Revista de 

Occidente, Madrid, 2 tomos. 
Sörensen, B.M. (2005): “Immaculate defecation: Giles Deleuze and Felix 

Guattari in organization theory”, in Jones, C. & Munro, R. (editors) (2005: 120-
133): Contemporary Organization Theory, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford, UK. 

 

 
Received: December 21, 2014 

Accepted: February 3, 2015 
 
 
 
 

  


	Page 1
	Page 2
	forsida_volume 9.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2




