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Institutional information 

International Association of  
Circumpolar Sociocultural Issues  

(IACSI) 
What is the IACSI? 
 
IACSI is an international scientific association devoted to the study of 
different socio-cultural aspects related to the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions. The Association is integrated mainly by scholars from Social 
Sciences, Anthropology and Humanities, and also from individuals 
with different backgrounds but interested in these perspectives and 
themes. As a new association which looks for integration and coopera-
tion, we are also looking for new members in both circumpolar re-
gions. 
 
What are we after? 
 
Assuming the importance that the socio-cultural approach has for a 
holistic understanding of the circumpolar phenomenon, we have also 
considered the need to study the "circumpolar theme" in its bi-polar 
dimension: the Arctic and the Antarctica, in order to look for conver-
gences and divergences under the debates "local/global", 
"North/South", "development/sustainability", and also looking for 
the production and transference of knowledge. In this sense, we privi-
lege scientific investigation with reference to: 
 

• Local Communities in Extreme Environments 
• Social Problems and Human Well-being 
• Participation and Community Attachment 
• Habitat and Identity 
• Minorities and Native people 
• Migration  
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• Environment and Sustainable Development 
 
What do we do? 
 
• Generate scientific and academic projects bound up with cir-

cumpolar  
socio-cultural issues.  

• Organize once a year an international seminar on the circumpo-
lar  
socio-cultural issues.  

• Organize cultural events, such as Films and Documentary Fes-
tivals related  
to these issues.  

• Support academically the "Arctic & Antarctic International 
Journal of Circumpolar Socio-cultural Issues", published annu-
ally.  

• Encourage relationships and academic collaboration between 
Universities and Research Centres sited in one or both circum-
polar regions.  

• Promote international workshops, seminars, and conferences.  
• Contribute and award prizes to investigations, and activities 

concerning to solve problems in one or both circumpolar re-
gions.  

• Establish nets with national and international institutions, asso-
ciations and NGOs linked to the matters which are the interest 
of the IACSI. 

 
 
Membership 
 
The members can be individuals or institutions. Individual member-
ship: € 30 (thirty Euros), including one copy of the annual issue of 
"Arctic & Antarctic…". Institutional membership: € 100 (one hundred 
Euros), including two (2) copies of the annual issue of "A&A-IJCSCI". 
In order to apply membership, take contact to the chairperson nearest 
to your geographical location and pay the membership fee to the bank 
account mentioned in the very same context. Membership fee contact 
and bank account information: 
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Miikka Pyykkönen, miipyyk@yfi.jyu.fi 
IBAN: FI3550350420022335 (Swift/BIC code: OKOYFIHH). 
 
Contact 
 
Dr Enrique del Acebo Ibáñez 
Circumpolar Studies Program  
Research Department 
Research and Development Vice-Rectorate  
Universidad del Salvador 
Rodríguez Peña 770, 2º p. 
(C1020ADP) Buenos Aires - Argentina  
Phone/Fax: (+54-11) 4813-1381 / 4813-0681 
E-mail: edelacebo@yahoo.com / eaceboib@salvador.edu.ar 
 
Miikka Pyykkönen, PhD 
Cultural Policy  
Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy  
P.O. Box 35 
40014 University of Jyväskylä - Finland 
Email : miipyyk@yfi.jyu.fi 
 

 
Universidad del Salvador 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina) 
 

Founded in 1956, is the first private university in Argentina, and one 
of the largest in the country. It has different locations, namely: head-
quarters in the city of Buenos Aires, in Pilar and Mercedes (province 
of Buenos Aires), and Virasoro (province of Corrientes).  

The main objectives of the Universidad del Salvador are: a) to empha-
size academic excellence, b) to value diversity and pluralism, c) to 
form competent professionals and researchers with a critical judge-
ment, d) to promote the development of knowledge through teaching 
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and research, e) to impact the society as a whole not only through the 
theoretical analysis of the problems but also providing the possible 
solutions, f) to foster the internationalization of the students and staff.  

The Universidad del Salvador has international joint programs in both 
undergraduate and graduate levels. It has different Faculties, namely:  
Administration Sciences; Economic Sciences; Education and Social 
Communication Sciences; Law; Social Sciences; Philosophy, History 
and Literature; Medicine; Psychology and Psychopedagogy; Science 
and Technology. The University also includes the Graduate Schools of 
Agronomy, Veterinary Medicine, and Food Technology, and the 
Schools of Theatre Arts and of Oriental Studies.  

Research and Development Vice-Rectorate 

Vice Rector 
Dr Fernando Lucero Schmidt 
Viamonte 1856 
(C1056AAB) Buenos Aires - Argentina 
Phone: (+54-11) 4813-9630/1408 
Fax: (+54-11) 4812-4625  
E-mail: uds-vrid@salvador.edu.ar 
 
International Cooperation and Exchange Department 
Director 
Dr Mirta Barreiro 
Rodríguez Peña 752 
(C1020ADP) Buenos Aires - Argentina 
Phone: (+54-11) 4814 – 5026 
Fax: (+54 - 11) 4814 – 5025 
E-mail: internacional@salvador.edu.ar   
 
Scientific Publications Department  
Director 
Prof. Haydée I. Nieto  
Rodríguez Peña 770 
(C1020ADP) Buenos Aires – Argentina  
Email: hnieto@salvador.edu.ar 
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Development Secretariat 
Secretary 
Lic. Paula Ortiz, MBA 
 
Research Department 

Director 
Dr Geneviève de Mahieu  
Rodríguez Peña 770 
(C1020ADP) Buenos Aires – Argentina  
Phone/Fax: (+54-11) 4813-1381/0681 
Email: gmahieu@salvador.edu.ar   

• Research Institutes and  Laboratories 

Within the scope of the Vice-Chancellorship of Research and 
Development are Research Institutes which form part of the 
Vice-Chancellorship itself such as the Institute for Drug Addic-
tion Prevention, the Institute for Environment and Ecology, the 
International Institute for Complex Thought ; the International 
Institute of   Corporation and Economy Law of the Mercosur and 
the International Institute of Studies and Formation on Govern-
ment and Society. Taking these institutes into account, there are 
within the USAL: 26 Institutes, 4 Centres, 10 Areas and 1 Exten-
sion Chair that perform research activities. Similarly, the 
USAL has 52 laboratories, 1 room for Sylvan Prommetric Exami-
nation, 1 AATP room, 3 Weather Stations, 2 Hydrologic Stations, 
4 Hydrometric Stations, 1 biotherium, 3 workshops and 1 astro-
nomic observatory.  

• Research at the USAL: Thematic Areas   

The USAL does research on several thematic areas such as: the 
environment and sustainable development, health, history, geog-
raphy, linguistics and literature, psychology, psychopedagogy, 
psychoanthropology, Eastern studies, agronomy, food technol-
ogy, biodiversity, the use of the energies, Environmental Law 
philosophy, complexity, social networks, sociology, social man-
agement, local development, volunteer work, territory distribu-
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tion, urban planning, heritage, leisure, tourism, informatic de-
velopment, Mercosur, law, distance learning, mathematics, social 
communication.  

• Multidisciplinary Research Programmes 

Within the Research Department multidisciplinary research pro-
grammes are coordinated by network with other institutions. At 
present, there are nine ongoing multidisciplinary programmes 
being developed; foreign institutions participate in three of them: 
Geo Cities; Globalization; Circumpolar Studies Program; Interna-
tional University Laboratory of Social Studies. Ethics and Global-
ized Economy: Volunteer Work and Social Networks; Society 
and Culture in the Globalization Processes; Legislation Har-
monization; District, City and Local Community; Environmental 
Intergenerational Volunteer Work; Research Management and 
Administration at the USAL. 

For more info about the Research Department, please contact: 
www.salvador.edu.ar/vrid/di 
 

Circumpolar Studies Program 

Dr Enrique del Acebo Ibáñez  
Rodríguez Peña 770 
(C1020ADP) Buenos Aires – Argentina  
Phone/Fax: (+54-11) 4813-1381/0631 
Email: eaceboib@salvador.edu.ar 
 
For more info about the Circumpolar Studies Program, please contact: 
www.salvador.edu.ar/vrid/di/r_prog_cp.htm 
www.salvador.edu.ar/vrid/di/r_prog_cp02.htm 
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University of Iceland 
Faculty of Social Sciences 

The Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Iceland is the larg-
est and most robust institution of its kind in Iceland. The Faculty has 
been a leader in educating managers and experts in the field of social 
sciences and research in these fields in Iceland for over three decades. 
The Faculty’s role is to increase and impart exemplary and interna-
tionally recognized knowledge in the field of social sciences through 
scientific research, teaching and services to the Icelandic labour mar-
ket. The Faculty has been a leader in this field from its establishment 
in 1976. 
 
The Faculty is divided into seven departments: 

Department of Library and Information Science 
Department of Antropology and Folkloristics 
Department of Sociology 
Department of Social Work 
Department of Political Science 
Department of Psychology 
Department of Pedagogy 

Contact Information 

University of Iceland 
Sudurgata, IS 101 Reykjavík 
Tel.: (+354) 525 4000 
Fax: (+354) 552 1331 
hi@hi.is, www.hi.is 



 303

Office of International Education 
Neshagi 16, IS 107, Reykjavík 
Tel.: +354 525 43 11 
ask@hi.is, www.ask.hi.is 

Registration Office 
Sudurgata, IS 101 Reykjavík 
Tel.: +354 525 4309 
nemskra@hi.is, www.hi.is 

For comments and/or questions about the University of Iceland Web 
site please contact: webmaster@hi.is 

 

Imaginaire du Nord  

The International Laboratory for the 
Comparative Multidisciplinary Study 

of Representations of the North 

University of Québec in Montreal  
(Canada) 

 
The Laboratoire international d’étude multidisciplinaire comparée des 
représentations du Nord is a centre for research, documentation, publi-
cation and expertise on the Nordic and Winter imaginary in literature, 
film, the visual arts and popular culture. It is intended primarily to 
encourage comparison of the different Nordic cultures as exemplified 
by Québec, the Inuit community, Scandinavia (Iceland, Norway, 
Denmark and Sweden) and Finland. The Laboratory was founded by 
Daniel Chartier and is directed by him.  
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The Laboratoire has led to the creation of an open, multidisciplinary 
research network, based on a decentralized yet collective work plan 
and supported by advanced information technologies. The research 
objectives of the Laboratory are three-fold: 

(a) To study Québec literature and culture from a northern per-
spective by examining the aesthetic use of the North as a component 
and the underlying issues, while bearing in mind a more general and 
dialectic objective, which is the establishing of the parameters for a 
definition of northern culture. 

(b) To carry out a comparative study of the different literary 
and cultural forms produced by Québec, the Inuit community, Swe-
den, Norway, Iceland, Denmark, Greenland, English Canada and 
Finland. 

(c) To determine how representations of the North operate and 
are received both diachronically and synchronically: how the North, 
from the myth of Thule to popular representations in the visual arts 
and film today, constitutes an aesthetic and discursive system that 
maintains constant tension between the representation of the real and 
the creation of an imaginary world. 
 
Research and Projects 
 
Since it was set up in 2003, the Laboratory has brought together some 
15 researchers from about 10 universities (in Québec, Sweden, Den-
mark, Iceland, France, Israel, Canada, Germany, England, Iceland and 
Spain) who have used the infrastructure developed at UQAM to 
study the Nordic imaginary. The Laboratory is a research infrastruc-
ture that brings together, in a free and open manner, researchers in-
terested in studying the Nordic and Winter imaginary. In addition to 
projects directed by associated researchers and dissemination activi-
ties, a number of funded research projects are being carried out at the 
Laboratory on the theory of the imaginary and representations, cul-
tural and literary history, comparative studies, as well as popular and 
media-based culture.  
- Research infrastructure of the International Laboratory for the Com-
parative Multidisciplinary Study of Representations of the North 
(Chief researcher: Daniel Chartier) 
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- Season of severance: winter as a structuring force for the Nordic 
literary imaginary—comparison of Québec and Finland (Chief re-
searcher: Katri Suhonen) 
- Iceland and images of the North / Ísland og ímyndir Nordursins 
(Chief researchers: Sumarlidi R. Isleifsson and Daniel Chartier) 
- The idea of “North” in Québec literature (Chief researcher: Daniel 
Chartier) 
- Towards a cultural grammar of North and the Arctic (Chief re-
searchers: Daniel Chartier and Heidi Hansson) 
 
Teaching  
 
Students may enroll in a research group in the Laboratory. Research 
groups receive credit in the M.A. and Ph.D. programs of the Dépar-
tement d'études littéraires at the Université du Québec à Montréal. A 
B.A.-level seminar is offered periodically. Depending on the semester, 
individual and group work may involve establishing the corpus and 
analyzing literature and film; it may take the form of a student sym-
posium. About 10 students from different universities work at the 
Laboratory as paid research assistants. Graduate students are wel-
come to participate in the Laboratory's research activities. All activi-
ties are part of a universal framework in which students contribute as 
researchers. Lecturers are invited by the Laboratory to come and 
speak. Postdoctoral researchers also participate in the Laboratory's 
activities. 
 
Documentary Collection 
 
The Laboratory has one of the largest specialized libraries on the Nor-
dic imaginary and the issues related to its study. Its documentary 
collection includes 6,000 literary works, essays, films and articles. 
Its researchers have developed an innovative series of data banks 
(containing works, illustrations and quotations) which are continually 
updated. As of May 1st, 2007, these banks contained some 35,000 re-
cords, including: 
- An annotated bibliography of more than 6,000 literary works with a 
Nordic component written by the Inuit community or in Québec, 
Finland and Scandinavia 
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- An annotated bibliography of more than 8,000 studies on the Nordic 
imaginary and Nordic cultural issues 
- An annotated filmography of more than 1,000 films 
- A bank of more than 11,000 citations related to the Nordic imagi-
nary, classified according to elements, figures, constructs and themes 
- A bank of more than 8,000 illustrations of a Nordic nature, described 
and annotated. 
 
Since the banks are interconnected, they can be queried by means of 
multiple criteria and key words; these criteria enable users to link 
thousands of representations of the North derived from literature, the 
visual arts, popular culture and film. 
 
To perform its work, the Laboratory has premises equipped with 12 
computers, 2 servers and a variety of video, photographic, digitization 
and viewing equipment. 
 
All researchers are welcome to use the Laboratory’s resources. Access 
to the collections and data banks is based on the principle of collective 
and reciprocal contribution. 
 
Publications 
 
The Laboratory disseminates works on the Nordic imaginary through 
its own print series and other publications.  
 
The “Jardin de givre” series reissues significant, out-of-print works on 
the Québec and circumpolar imaginary for research and education 
purposes.  
The “Droit au pôle” series disseminates literary and cultural studies 
and analyses that enable readers to understand and interpret the Nor-
dic imaginary.  
 
The works published by the Laboratory are distributed by Presses 
Universitaires du Québec (www.puq.ca) 
To contact the Laboratory, please refer to its website: 
www.imaginairedunord.uqam.ca, or email: 
imaginairedunord@uqam.ca 
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Master’s Programme and Doctoral 
School in Cultural Policy 

 
University of Jyväskylä  

(Finland) 
 
 
Cultural Policy - Research and Training 
 
Master’s Programme and doctoral school in Cultural Policy form sig-
nificant centre of excellence on cultural policy studies at the Univer-
sity of Jyväskylä. 
 
Both research and training focus on the theories and practices of cul-
tural policy for identifying the challenging problems arising in the 
framework of international cultural policy. Master’s programme and 
doctoral school locate at the Department of Social Sciences and Philoso-
phy. 

The aim of studies and research is to interpret and evaluate the 
role of culture in the context of social, political, economical and tech-
nological development. The students get quality teaching and mentor-
ing, provided by national and international experts, preparing them 
for research and challenging careers that require expert knowledge on 
broad issues and developments in the fields of arts and culture. The 
subject areas, upon which the research and training is focused, include 
actors, instruments and impacts of cultural policy, the relationship 
between new technologies and arts, access and participation, culture 
and economy, the position of multiculturalism within cultural policy, 
and cultural / creative industries. Developing a relevant research 
methodology within the field of cultural policy is another key princi-
ple of our overall strategy. The theoretical viewpoints are derived 
from the disciplines of political science, sociology, philosophy, social 
and public policy, or arts and culture studies.  
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Key areas of research and training expertise: 
 
1. Theory and History of Cultural Policy  
2. Cultural Diversity and Citizenship  
3. Art World, Culture and Technological Change  
4. Actors, Instruments and Impacts  
 
Staff  
Kangas, Anita, PhD, Professor  
Pyykkönen, Miikka, PhD, Lecturer  
Sokka, Sakarias, MA & MSocSc, Assistant  
Soini, Katriina, PhD, Coordinator 
 
Web 
http://www.jyu.fi/ytk/laitokset/yfi/oppiaineet/kup 
 
Contact 
Cultural Policy  
Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy  
P.O. Box 35 
40014 University of Jyväskylä  
Finland 
 

Foundation for High Studies on An-
tarctica and Extreme Environments 

(FAE, Argentina) 
The Foundation for High Studies on Antarctica and Extreme Envi-
ronments (FAE) is an NGO devoted to know and divulge everything 
about local community problems in extreme environments as well as 
Antarctic and circumpolar matters in a broad sense.  This task is car-
ried out through an holistic approach – a process of integration that 
includes a great variety of combined factors: social, cultural, territo-
rial, psychological, economic and environmental ones.      
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The notion of extreme environment is considered from a point of view 
which tries to go beyond an ethnocentric notion of “extreme”, namely:   
a) environments with “determining geographic factors” which turn 
difficult the community life and human settlement, although these 
native populations develop significant socio-cultural adaptations 
b) environments with “determining social economic factors” which in 
some cases  lead big population sectors further the “resilience phe-
nomena” (survival in spite of serious determining effects) that could 
happen responding to the demands of the moment or  structurally. 
 
Every environmental issue is considered inside “local/ global”, natu-
ral/ built-up” and “sustainable /non sustainable” dialectic. For this 
reason the Foundation attaches great importance to environmental 
assessment and socioeconomic impact of any human undertaking 
either local, national or regional.   
 
Teemed up by a body of professionals and scientists from different 
areas with broad experience on sociological, psycho-sociological, edu-
cational, anthropological, and environmental issues, the Foundation 
tries to find production and transference of knowledge with  reference 
to Extreme Environments  in general terms  and Circumpolar Regions 
in particular ones,  by means of:    
 
a) Scientific Research and transference of the results to public and 
private institutions either national or international with reference to:  
Natural and Built-up Environment 
Local community 
Social Problems  
Sustainable  Development 
 
b) Drawing up educational programs for the different levels empha-
sizing the use of multimedia distance education modality.  
 
Main activities 
a) Generate academic- scientific projects bound up with extreme envi-
ronments, either natural or built-up as well as convergences and di-
vergences between different circumpolar regions   
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b) Publish books and Journals about issues bound to the subjects the 
Foundation deal with. 
c)  Design, develop and assess seminars, intensive academic pro-
grams, tertiary and university syllabus for presential and distant edu-
cation modalities. 
d) Design general policies in areas the Foundation is interested in. 
e) Carry out environmental impact assesment on socio-cultural and 
socio-economic undertakings.  
f) Promote national and international workshops and /or scientific 
conferences.  
g) Contribute and award prizes to investigations, and activities con-
cerning to solve problems taken into account by the objectives of the 
Foundation.  
h) Tend to establish nets with national, foreign and international insti-
tutions and NGOs linked to matters which are the interest and pur-
pose of the Foundation. 
 
Contact 
 
Postal address:   
FAE 
Ayacucho 926, 4º B 
1111-Buenos Aires - Argentina 
Email: quiquesanquijo@yahoo.com 
www.antartica-fae.com.ar 
 
Patagonian delegation:  
Lic. Mariano Costa 
Av. San Martín 127, 5° piso, Depto. 510. 
8400-Bariloche. Provincia de Río Negro 
Argentina  
Email: marianocosta11@gmail.com 
  
 

 

 




